[Spontaneous bacterial peritonitis caused by Listeria monocytogenes].
Listeria monocytogenes is a gram-positive coccobacillus that produces infections in both the normal and the compromised host. Symptomatic bacteremia and pulmonary infection or meningitis are the most common clinical presentations in adults. According to a current review of the literature, Listeria is a rare bacteria that may produce spontaneous bacterial peritonitis (23 cases reported). Listeria peritonitis occurs in more than two-thirds of the cases in patients with chronic liver disease, but may also occur in patients with malignancy or undergoing peritoneal dialysis. We describe two cases of SBP in cirrhotic patients, one with alcoholic cirrhosis and other due to HCV infection. One patient also presented with acute meningitis. Peritonitis due to Listeria was clinically and analytically similar to any SBP. Third-generation cephalosporins commonly used in the therapy of SBP, are ineffective in this infection. Ampicillin is the drug of choice, although it should be used in combination therapy usually with an aminoglycoside. The mortality from Listeria peritonitis is similar to that of other SBP (17%).